
The talking drum (aka dondo, adondo, atumpan, or gan gan) is a variable pitch 
pressure drum that has been used for centuries as a tool for communication within 
and between West African rural communities. By squeezing and beating the drum 
simultaneously the dondo can be made to mimic the syllables and intonations of 
human speech. 
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Congratulations Shantelle 

Congratulations to Shantelle Browning-
Morgan, a teacher at Walkerville Collegiate 
Institute in Windsor, recipient of a Gover-
nor General’s Award for Excellence in 
Teaching Canadian History — the nation’s 
top teaching prize. Shantelle served on the 
museum's Board of Directors in 2009 - 
2010. 

 
For a detailed article about the African 

History course that Ms. Browning-Morgan 
organized, and to hear an interview in 
which she talks about the course and her 
students’ enthusiastic response to it, click 
here. 
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“Stick to Being a 
Museum” 

Recently the museum surveyed its 
email contacts  to determine the interest 
in a possible fundraising event. One of 
the respondents made the comment 
headlined above. We thank him for tak-
ing the time to respond and give us his 
opinion.  

This museum must fundraise in or-
der to meet operating expenses. Some 
museums are funded in a major way by 
their municipalities. The museum re-
ceived a 2011 grant from the Town of 
Amherstburg that covered about 4% of 
our operating costs; we apply annually. 
We also apply annually to the Ontario 
Ministry of Culture for an operating 
grant to a maximum of 15% of ex-
penses.  

Our regular sources of income are: 
 

Fundraising is a necessary activity 
to enable us to operate the museum. We 
have made a commitment to engage, as 
much as possible, in fundraising activi-
ties that further our mission. Hence, we 
are surveying to gauge interest in a par-
ticular Black cultural, fundraising event 
before choosing it. 

- Kenn Stanton, Curator/Administrator 

Amber Williams Delights Christmas Audiences 

Miss Amber Williams was 
brighter than the Christmas lights. Her 
clear soprano voice filled the chapel 
and even the most tender moments 
were clearly heard in the bright acous-
tic of the Nazrey AME Church. She 
opened with O Holy Night; the audi-
ence was immediately 
rapt and their applause 
was so enthusiastic it 
could easily have be-
come a standing ova-
tion. But she was just 
getting started. Her se-
lections ranged from 
operatic, to jazz, to Gilbert & Sulli-
van, to Negro spirituals. Miss Wil-
liams didn’t just sing; she delivered a 
striking performance, taking on the 
personalities required of each song. 
This young soprano has a bright fu-
ture; watch for her name. 

The spoken word portion of the 
program on Wednesday night was 
provided by Mr. Ivory Williams, a 
storyteller in the African American 
tradition. He engaged the audience, 
got them to join in, and had them both 
chuckling at themselves and nodding 
in agreement with his shared philoso-

phies. 
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Welcome to new 2012 members: 

Dr. Norman King 
Wigle Family: Bill, Monica, Kelly, 

Nicholas 
 
 

2012 Memberships - new 
2012 Memberships-renewed 

 
2011 Memberships 

 
Corporate Memberships 

 
Dollarsworth Solutions Ltd. 
Meloche’s No Frills 
Orphan Boy Films 
Thrasher Sales & Leasing Ltd 
University of Windsor 

 
Non-profit Memberships 

 
Hour-A-Day Study Club 
 

Family Memberships 
 
Chase Family: Chris & family 
DiPasquale Family: Bart, Carmen, Luisa, & 

Sandra 
Egbedyi-Emmanuel Family: Mark, Ellen, &  two 

youths 
Ellsworth Family: Dr. Kevin D. Ellsworth, Carol, 

Kaitlyn, Kevin, & Ryan 
Gbadamosi Family: Babatunde, Mojisola, Olu-

wadamilola, Oluwaseun, & Ayodele  
Green Family: Jerry, Deborah, Jason 
Hurst Family: Maynard, Marva, & Monique 
Jacobs Family: Kenneth B., Kenneth J., Char-

lotte-Mae 
Miller Family: Wreford & Janisse Browning 
Montague Family: Spurgeon, Ellen, Chris, Lori, 

& Ken 
Morgan Family: Dr. Earle 
Wigle Family: Bill, Monica, Kelly, Nicholas 
 
 

(Continued on page 4) 

2012 Memberships 
Renewals listed = 17 
New members listed =  1 
Unlisted members = 0 
  18 

(In 2011 we had 169 members.) 

Please report errors and omissions to  
Kenn Stanton, Curator/Administrator 
519-736-5433     nabhm@mnsi.net 

 
Museum Membership is annual 
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Privacy laws require that we have 
your written permission to publish 

your name in this  
membership list. 

 
Membership Fees: 
 
 Number 

  Adult ······································ $35.00 =   
  Senior ······································ 30.00 =   
  Student ··································· 20.00 =   

   Family (5) ································ 75.00 =   

  Non-profit organization ········ 75.00 =   

   Business ································· 85.00 =   

 
Donation: .................................................  _________  
 
Total enclosed .........................................  _________  

 
The total amount is eligible for a charitable receipt for tax purposes. 

Registered charity number 11905 8923 RR0001 
 

Please make your cheque payable to: N.A.B.H.M. 
 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Name:  ______________________________________  __________________  

Address: ____________________________________  __________________  

City:  ________________________________________  Prov/State: __________  

Postal/Zip: _______________  

Phone (day)  ________________  Phone (evening)   

Additional Name(s):  __________________________________________   

 I would like to receive information from the museum by  email. 

 Email:   

 You may publish my name in a list of Members of the Museum.  

 Signature:  __________________________________________  

Yes, I would like to: 

 become a 2012 member of the  
N. Am.  Cmbdl!Ijtupsjdbm!Nvtfvn. 

 renew my museum membership for 2012. 
201112 

2012 Membership Form 
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Individual  

Memberships 
 
Alexander, David V 
Alexander, Pat 
Alexander, Philip H 
Alexander, Philip V 
Alexander, Ron 
Allen, Daniel 
Allen, Michael S 
Allen, Nneka 
Allen, Pamela 
Anderson, Sharon J 
Armstrong, Robert 
Bishop, Elsie 
Bishop, Nancy 
Brantley, Autry P. 
Bray,  J. Trisha 
Brennan, Kathryn 
Brennan, Stephen 
Bristow, Anthony 
Bristow, Peggy 
Browning, Lyle 
Browning-Miller, 

Janisse 
Browning-Morgan, 

Shantelle 
Brown-Johnson, Ivy 
Caldwell, Drew 
Capacchione, Craig 
Carter, Russell 
Chase, Karen 
Clark, Janet Finlay 
Clark, Rev. Dr. John 
Croucher, Debi 
Davis, Irene Moore 
Davis, Rodney 
Dawkins, Julean 
Dennis, Frances 
Dicker, Shirley 
Dwelle, John 
Dwelle, Lorraine 
Ellsworth, Agnes 
Gray, Leon 
Gray, Locketa 
Gray, Leroy 
Gregory, Karl 
Hall-Stoner, Fannie 
Hampton, Richard 
Harding-Davis, Elise 
Harold, Dolores 
Haynes, Paul 
Henderson, Barbara 
Henderson, George 
Hertel, Paul 
Hertel, Ute 
Holland, Tony 
Hughes Smith, 

Barbara 
Hughes Wright, 

Roberta 
Hurst, Tom 
Jackson, Wava 
Johnson, Dorothy 
Johnson, Fred 
Johnson, Glovanna 
Johnson, Janet 
Johnson, Sheila 
Johnston, Marga-

reuite 
Kamen, Mary 
Karle, Thomas J 

Kasurak, Valerie 
Keelan, Gerald 
Kekaula, Alan 
Kersey, Lyle 
King, Dr. Norman 
Larkin, Dileana 
Larkin, Lois 
Lauby, Tim 
Libby, Carol 
Logan, Florence 
Logan, Monty 
Marano, Carla 
Marshall, Judge 

Lauren E 
McCurdy, Howard 
McDonald, Colin 
McIntyre, Leonard 
Mooney, Ruth 
Morris, Cleata 
Neely, Patricia. 
Nurullah, Shahida 
Olbey, Leona 
Pajot, Debby 
Pepper, Joan 
Pulley, Shirley 
Rawlins, Judge 

Micheline 
Reader, Carol A 
Reader, Graham 
Robinson-Dungy, 

Carolyn 
Roth, Lou 
Scott, Bruce 
Scott, Donna 
Seecharan, Bonita 
Shreve, Eleanor 
Shreve, James 
Shreve, Waynard 
Shreve-Williams, 

Frances 
Simmons, Christina 
Simpson, Allen 
Simpson, Betty 
Smedick, Lois 
Smith, John W 
Stanton-White, 

Marilyn 
Steele, Freida 
Sutherland, Norma 
Talbot, Carol 
Talbot, Denise 
Thomas, Mable D 
Thompson, Harlis 
Timakis, Anastasia 
Tucker, Bruce 
Underwood, Re-

becca 
Watters, Michael 
Wayner, Jacqueline 
Westmoreland-

Traore, Juanita 
White, Rosa 
Willoughby, Janet 
Young, Martha 
Yoworski, John 
Yoworski, Marie 

(Continued from 
page 3) The Festive Season 

By Kenneth Jacobs 
. . . is mystical, magical. It carries 

with it contentment, coziness and just 
plain old feel good stuff. The Birth of 
the Christ Child fills us with Love, 
Optimism, Anticipation. Our prayers 
to the Deity reflect Joy and Hope. It is 
like this even in the worst of times. 

 Downtown Windsor responded to 
that Hope following the stock market 
melt down and the onset of the Great 
Depression. It put on a brave face. 
Christmas was "Business as usual" at 
C. H. Smith and Bartlett, MacDonald 
and Gow. 

Windsorites window-shopped: 
“Wouldn’t it be nice if we just had the 
money", they said but instead, they 
bought only what they could afford or 
did without. It was a quiet, often des-
perate, time. 

Eaton’s and Simpson’s catalogues 
- they contained the stuff that dreams 
were made of. We kids pored envi-
ously over the pages of those cata-
logues and dreamed of owning unat-
tainable toys: Expansive Erector sets; 
Lionel Train sets, Tinker Toys, CCM 
tricycles, CCM bicycles, coaster wag-
ons, sleighs, roller skates, ice skates - 
all entirely out of the question; avail-
able only in some netherworld, some 
unknown distant place - (or Victoria 
Avenue???).  

For more dreaming Detroit beck-
oned. 

Mother and I boarded the Ferry 
down at the foot of Ouellette Avenue 
and headed for the big city. If down-
town Windsor had undergone a trans-
formation at Christmas time, down-
town Detroit had become Fantasy 
Land. Lights were strung across 
Woodward Avenue and seemed to go 
on for miles and miles. Christmas 
Music blared from loudspeakers at the 
entrances to stores. Store windows, 

decorated by professionals, tried to woo 
money from empty pockets and thread-
bare purses. . . . and  the  press  of  peo-
ple . . . the    press    of     people. . . . 
the    press    of     people! 
 In a 5 year-old's eyes, Detroit was 
Mecca, Never-Never Land, Oz. 
Police were out in full force directing 
traffic. Automobiles were lined up 
bumper to bumper in the streets.  

There were loudspeakers situated at 
all four corners of  the busiest intersec-
tion, the one where Crowley Milner’s 
and J. L. Hudson stood opposite each 
other. This PA system was operated by 
the police. We could see the announcer 
through a large picture window on the 
second floor of a building on the East 
side of Woodward Avenue. Yes Big 
Brother was watching us. Perhaps he 
even controlled the lights. He seemed 
to know when they were about to 
change. He watched out for people who 
were infirm. He called out to them of-
fering encouragement and asking peo-
ple to assist them. He also called out to 
errant pedestrians who were trying to 
outfox the lights. “That lady with the 
funny yellow hat, you’re crossing the 
street when the light is changing. You 
know better than that! Get back on the 
side walk!” He kept up a steady cheery 
patter throughout the entire day. When 
the lights changed, it seemed as if thou-
sands of people moved in the direction 
of the green while thousands more were 
held back by the red. 

So there we were in Fantasy Land, 
Mother and I, and before long we were 

(Continued on page 5) 

Sharing 
Our 

Memories 

4 

January 2012 North American Black Historical Museum and Cultural Centre, Inc. 
277 King Street, Amherstburg, ON  N9V 2C7   519-736-5433   nabhm@mnsi.net    www.blackhistoricalmuseum.org 

The support of the Government of Ontario, through the Ministry of Culture, and the  
Government of Canada, through Citizenship & Immigration Canada, are acknowledged. 



I paid my annual 
membership fee, but 
my name doesn't ap-
pear in the list of 
members. Why? 

 
Privacy legislation now 

requires that we obtain 
permission to publish your 
name in that way. It’s part 
of a government effort to 
prevent identity theft. Per-
haps you didn’t check off 
the box and sign the mem-
bership form. Please send 
us a note or email and we’ll 
gladly add your name from 
now on. 

in Crowley Milners’. Getting on the 
elevator was exciting. The lady eleva-
tor operator, wearing her freshly 
ironed crisp long-sleeved, black dress 
with the stiff white collar and cuffs, 
manipulated the controls of the eleva-
tor with expert efficiency and as we 
rose from one floor to the next, called 
out the floor's number and the major 
items to found there. “Third Floor - 
ladies dresses, men's suits. . ."  A lady 
at the back of the elevator shouted 
“Out please!” and people would move 
aside to accommodate her. There 
were many “Out pleases!” as the ele-
vator continued upward. Finally the 
Operator called out: “Fifth Floor (or 
was it Fourth Floor?) - Toyland. Santa 
Claus is home in his palace to-day!” 
We got off and joined  the line lead-
ing to Santa’s “palace”. 

Santa Claus was massive. I sat on 
his lap like you're supposed to. He 
asked me what I wanted him to bring 
me for Christmas. I told him I wanted 
a train set. Then off we went to Toy-
land to have a look at all the things I 
could never have - the Lionel trains 
that blew real steam and 
whistled and chugged 
around yards and yards of 
track, past small towns and 
though tunnels in moun-
tains and disappeared be-
hind hills to return again to 
the spot where I was stand-
ing. Marvelous! That's what 
I wanted! 

Then we left Crowley's and went 
across the street to J. L. Hudson’s and 
took the escalator to the Toyland there 
and . . .but. . . Now every kid on this 
planet and every other planet right on 
out to "defrocked" Pluto knows that 
there is only one Santa Claus.  Right? 
So  wha t ' s  he  do ing  here?    
We just left him at Crowley Milners! 
How come his beard is longer? 

(Christmas - Continued from page 4) How come he's fatter? How come his 
suit is a different shade of red? How 
come his voice is different? How come 
he’s wearing glasses? How come his 
palace is different? 

Mother said ole Santa must have 
done a quick hop and a skip from one 
store to the other and on the way he 
must have gone through some sort of 
magic change. He kept two palaces: 
one for Crowley’s and the other for 
Hudson’s. I swallowed that one and did 
the lap thing again told Santa Claus 
again  what I wanted but he already 
knew that! Right? 

Then we walked around this Toy-
land and as I had done at Crowley's, I 
spent a very long time watching the 
Lionel trains wend their way along 
yards upon yards of track passing each 
other, going through tunnels, small 
towns, up hill and down dale past all 
sorts of scenery; sounding their whis-
tles and blowing steam. Fascinating? 
Better than Crowley Milner’s layout? 
Hard to say. . .  it really didn't matter 
anyway. I still couldn't have it. 

That was also the year the “Little 
People” were advertised as a "feature". 

They were on a raised plat-
form well out of reach, safe 
from grasping hands and 
poking fingers, living in 
apartments that were exposed 
to view so that we could see 
how they went about their 
daily routines. No privacy. 
There were ten of them but 

we only saw four. They did not smile. 
They did not interact with us. They ig-
nored us. They were like animals in a 
zoo! . . and . . I was shocked to see that 
these people were older than my 
mother and father! 

I did not think they were “cute”. 
Even at age 5, I did not think they 
should have been up there. Much later, 
I learned that they fought battles for 

(Continued on page 6) 

 
Then off we went 

to Toyland to 

have a look at all 

the things I could 

never have  
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recognition as people, for normalcy, for the right to a 
quality of life that was the same as everybody else's. 
Has a familiar ring, doesn't it? 

Back to Santa Claus: Like I said before, every 
kid knows full well that there’s only one (O-N-E) 
Santa Claus. I bought that “pile” from Mother about 
the quick change gambit and the supersonic zip from 
one store to the other but now we’ve left Crowley 
Milner’s and J. L. Hudson’s.  We're back out on the 
street and what do I spy? Ole Santa Claus standing 
out there beside a pot hanging from a tripod, jingling 
sleigh bells! 

"Yeah and there’s another Santa Claus guy down 
the street doing the same thing. And how about that 
Santa Claus guy across the street shakin’ and 
ringin’? As I looked  up and down Woodward, there 
were Santa Claus guys as far as I can see and they 
were all shakin' and ringin' those sleigh bells? 
Mother told me to stop jumping up and down; to stop 
pointing and to stop asking questions. There were 
still more guys in red suits as we walked back toward 
the river but before I could ask about them, we were 
standing in front of the building that housed the Ver-
nor's Gingerale main plant and the Vernor’s Ginger-
ale soda fountain. We went inside and I immediately 
forgot about all those Santa Clauses. 

Inside Vernor’s, customers could look through 
large plate glass windows and watch as empty bottles 
moved like soldiers along conveyor belts; platoons of 
bottles moved through the washing and sterilizing 
cycles and then marched along, single file, to be 
filled with a golden hued liquid. Nowhere on the face 
of this Earth is there anything that can compare with 
the unique flavour of fresh Vernor’s Gingerale right 
out of the tap! Bottling did something to the charac-
ter of the product. It took the edge off. If you have 
not tasted Vernor's Gingerale in its native state, an 
essential piece of your life is missing. Your incom-
pleteness is permanent! 

Mother ordered two Cream Gingerales. 
What is Vernor’s Cream Gingerale, you ask?  
As the name suggests, it is Vernor's Gingerale to 
which has been added thick, rich cream. 
The epitome of decadence! Someone might shout 
accusingly, "Hedonist!" Out upon you! Begone! 
When I studied Greek mythology, I learned that the 
gods enjoyed a beverage called "Nectar". That 

(Christmas  Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Need accommodations for the  

Freedom Landing Festival?  

Call the museum 1-800-713-6336 for information 
about Festival packages that include a room at  

 on the beautiful Windsor riverfront,  
just down the street from Caesars. 

Members 
By now, you will have received a special mailing 

about renewing your membership and the opportu-
nity to be entered in a drawing for some tasty prizes. 

We look forward to your renewal. Your member-
ship encourages us to continue to improve the ways 
we tell the stories of African Canadians, their jour-
neys and contributions. 

People wishing to become new members can find 
an application form on page 3. 

“Nectar” dear Reader was Vernor’s Cream Ginger-
ale! 

* * * * * 
Time to go home. Back on the Ferry. Back across 

the river.  
Thump!  
The boat bumps into the pier. We return to the 

commonplace. The real world. The silence is deafen-
ing. For one day, I was exposed to what could be but 
what was not to be. . . a lesson learned early in life. . 
. . and . . . I was not alone. The kids I grew up with 
fantasized just like I did. 

* * * * * 
That was December 1929. I moved away from 

Windsor; spent years in Toronto, Halifax, Vancou-
ver, Montreal and now Ottawa. 

Back in Toronto on a visit years later, Dr. Ralph 
Stewart, a childhood friend and Toronto's first Black 
Dentist, his wife Barbara and I visited Reuben Kirby, 
another childhood friend. It was the first time I had 
been in Reuben's home. Reuben is a collector of an-
tiques. His home is an adventure but the greatest ad-
venture of all was to be found in his recreation room. 
He has a Lionel Train layout down there that rivals 
the layouts I saw in Crowley Milner's and J.L Hud-
son's those many years ago.  

A host of memories came flooding back as I, for 
the first time in my life actually had the opportunity 
to work the controls of a fabled Lionel train set. Reu-
ben, Ralph and I had come full circle. 

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and God 
Bless!  

- Kenneth Jacobs 

(Continued from page 6) 
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ECBHRS 
7 pm 

10th Anniversary 
Dinner 

@ Citrine Restaurant 

Community Events  
A listing in the calendar is not an endorsement by the museum. 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

Jan 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 Feb 1 2 3 4 

 
Board of Directors 

10 am 
Regular meeting 

@ museum 

Fundraising Committee Meeting 
5 pm @ Hilton Park Terrace 

Executive Committee 
Meeting 

2pm @ museum 

10 

January 2012 North American Black Historical Museum and Cultural Centre, Inc. 
277 King Street, Amherstburg, ON  N9V 2C7   519-736-5433   nabhm@mnsi.net    www.blackhistoricalmuseum.org 

The support of the Government of Ontario, through the Ministry of Culture, and the  
Government of Canada, through Citizenship & Immigration Canada, are acknowledged. 


